
GOLDSBORO — Cynthia Thornton is the new 
superintendent at Neuse Correctional Institution, 
an 828-bed minimum custody prison.

Neuse Correctional is the point of entry into the 
prison system for adult male misdemeanant of-
fenders from all counties. It also processes felons 
with sentences of less than 24 months. The 
prison, with a staff of 311, has 590 beds desig-
nated for inmates going through the diagnostic 
process.

Thornton succeeds Ennis Oates, who was named 
administrator at Pender Correctional Institution.

Thornton was previously assistant superintendent for programs at Neuse Correc-
tional. She began her career in 1991 at the now-closed Halifax Correctional Cen-
ter as a programs supervisor, and advanced through positions at several prisons, 
including Neuse Correctional, before being named assistant superintendent there 
in 2008.

A 1990 graduate of Appalachian State University, Thornton has a bachelor of 
science degree in criminal justice. She is a recent graduate of the Department of 
Correction’s professional leadership development program.

Married with a daughter, her family resides in Goldsboro. She was reared in Or-
ange County and has family there.
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