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PURPOSE 
 
To provide guidelines for the treatment of chronic diseases. 
 

POLICY 
 
Patients with certain chronic diseases (e.g., seizures, heart disease, diabetes, hypertension, TB, HIV and chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease), require supervision and follow-up by the facility nurse and the facility physician.  The frequency and 
intensity of supervision and follow-up will depend on level of acuity and stability. 
 

PROCEDURE 
 
 
 TREATMENT PLAN 
 

It shall be the responsibility of the facility provider to follow the established chronic disease guidelines in 
developing a treatment plan for each patient.  Providers may augment the established treatment plan within 
department policy, but the guidelines must be followed as an established minimum.  In the absence of another 
treatment plan, the current chronic disease guideline will be followed as the applicable plan as the inmate patient 
transfers from unit to unit.  

 
The treatment plan will include direction to the nursing staff regarding their responsibilities in the care and 
supervision of these patients.  Standing orders for baseline diagnostic and regular follow ups will be completed by 
the nurse according to policy TX II-3.   

 
It shall be the responsibility of the provider to establish treatment plans for those disease processes that do not 
have department established guidelines.  This should include instructions to nurses regarding their responsibility 
for care and follow up.  Treatment plan initiation and follow up shall be documented appropriately in the medical 
record by all providers.   

 
 HOUSING OF SPECIAL NEEDS PATIENTS 
 

In consideration of the Americans with Disabilities Act or when it has been determined by appropriate medical 
staff that an inmate requires special safeguards not available at every facility, an appropriate facility with such 
safeguards as are needed will be determined and an inmate will be assigned to that facility.   
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