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Department honors 2004 Correctional Officers of the Year

APEX—Secretary Theodis Beck recognized 10 employees as the 2004 Correctional Officers of the Year during a ceremony May 14.  

Governor Michael F. Easley proclaimed May 9-15, 2004 as Correctional Officers Week in North Carolina.  To honor the observance, the department recognized 10 outstanding officers from the ranks of the more than 11,000 officers who work for the department:  Alexander Davis; Jennell Gaines; Pedro Jimenez; Donald Mabry; Marilyn Martin; Donna Outerbridge; Willey Phillips; Joseph Stewart; Sgt. Dariel Turley; and David Williams.

“Correction officers do so much more than just supervise inmates,” says Secretary Beck.  “They play a critical role in preserving public safety and I am proud of the professional manner in which they do what is required of them and so much more.”

Correctional officers are responsible for the supervision and housing needs of over 34,000 inmates in North Carolina prisons.  The officers may staff security towers, supervise inmates in dormitories or on road squads, transport inmates or train tracking dogs. Their primary duty is the safe, secure and orderly operation of the prison and effective response to crisis situations.
The 2004 Officers of the Year were recognized for various accomplishments, ranging from acts of heroism to initiating projects that improve the efficiency of prison operations. For brief biographies of the winners, see page 2.

2004 OFFICERS OF THE YEAR

Alexander Davis

Alexander Davis has been an officer at Hoke Correctional Institution since 2001.  On Feb. 1, 2004, Davis was making his rounds in the prison’s Central Unit, which houses residential mental health inmates. He noticed that an inmate was attempting to commit suicide by hanging himself from a belt connected to a shelf in his cell.  Davis immediately called for assistance, went into the cell and pulled the inmate to the floor.  Although the inmate was unresponsive, the medical unit arrived and was able to revive the inmate through cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

“Davis is very low-key and not someone who always has to be in the spotlight,” says Michael Cotten, assistant superintendent at Hoke Correctional Institution.  “But he is very dependable and his actions that day were consistent with the kind of dedicated officer he is.” 

Jennell Gaines

Jennell Gaines, a correctional officer at Charlotte Correctional Center since January 2002, was selected for Officer of the Year for her contributions above and beyond the call of duty. The facility’s superintendent nominated her for the honor for a variety of reasons.

As a supervisor of the inmates on a litter pick-up crew, Gaines has received numerous positive reports from the community. She often locates dangerous articles dropped on the roadside and ensures the disposal of the items. She also has located lost items of value to citizens and businesses and made sure they were returned to the rightful owners.

Gaines also recently assisted in organizing the annual State Employees Combined Campaign, a charitable giving program, at the prison. As a result of her efforts, the prison had a record year for donations, raising the largest amount in its history despite tough economic times.

“It was Officer Gaines’ strong rapport with our staff and her dedication to the well being of those in need, which generated this high level of success,” said Kenn Brown, program director. “Officer Gaines represents the best in terms of how a correctional officer should present himself or herself for daily duty,” Supt. Richard Neely added. “She is an example of going the extra mile for her co-workers and the well-being of the public.”

Pedro Jimenez

Pedro Jimenez, an officer at Western Youth Institution in Morganton for two years, was selected for Officer of the Year in the category for heroism. In November, Jimenez was stopped at a stoplight, when he was hit by a van that was then hit by another car. As Jimenez got out of his vehicle to see if anybody was hurt, the driver of another vehicle began screaming, “My baby’s not breathing!”  The lack of oxygen was causing the baby to turn blue.

Jimenez credits officer basic training for helping him save the baby’s life. He remembered the first aid he had learned in officer basic training a year earlier.  He determined that the three-year-old girl had a faint pulse, so he cleared her airway and performed rescue breathing. After two full slow breaths, just like he learned in training, the child opened her eyes and began crying.

Although the little girl is fine, Jimenez still undergoes therapy and treatment for injuries he sustained in the accident.  He is back at work supervising inmates. In addition to his normal duties, he helps interpret for Spanish speaking inmates. 

“Officer Jimenez’s act of heroism minutes after being seriously injured is an example of the outstanding qualities found in the employees throughout the Department of Correction,” wrote Capt. Carlos Hernandez in his recommendation for Jimenez.

Donald Mabry

Donald Mabry was nominated for high productivity and exceptional work. As an intake officer at Neuse Correctional Institution in Goldsboro, Mabry processes new inmates who have been sentenced to serve time in the state prison system for misdemeanor offenses. When the facility has experienced staff shortages, Mabry has volunteered to work overtime to ensure that all new inmate arrivals are processed the same day.

“He seeks solutions to problems he encounters without being told to do so and works to keep the processing area operating smoothly and efficiently, often handling both the yard and intake duty stations during staff shortages,” wrote Capt. Glen Britt in his recommendation for Mabry. “Officer Mabry’s work ethic along with his dedication has enabled us to complete the large volume of work facing the intake area each day.”

A Rocky Mount native, Mabry began his career in corrections in December 1993 and helped in opening Neuse Correctional Institution. Prior to that, he served in the U.S. Air Force from March 1981 until September 1992. 

Marilyn Martin

Marilyn Martin, a captain at Brown Creek Correctional Institution in Polkton, was recognized for her high productivity and exceptional work.  As operations captain at the facility, Martin is responsible for staff training, visitation, transportation and inmate drug testing.  As the assistant intelligence officer, she is responsible for monitoring suspected gang activity among the inmate population.  She also serves as assistant safety officer, coordinator for the Correctional Officer Mentor Program and coordinator for the Correctional Supervisor Training Program.  In addition, she addresses inmate grievances, answers correspondence from inmate families, conducts personnel investigations and performs any other tasks assigned by her supervisors.

Martin began her career with the Department in 1981.  She holds an associate’s degree in criminal justice from Rowan-Cabarrus Community College.

Donna Outerbridge

Donna Outerbridge, an officer at Nash Correctional Institution in Nashville, is being recognized for finding hidden contraband and thwarting a potential escape plot.  During a routine cell search, Outerbridge found a counterfeit State Bureau of Investigation badge and an identification card bearing the inmate’s picture.  Both items were of very high quality and would have been useful to the inmate as part of an escape plan.  Instead, Outerbridge’s actions thwarted the plan, consequently saving countless manpower hours and preserving state resources.

“Although Officer Outerbridge is a relatively new officer, having less than 12 months experience, she performs her duties on a day-to-day basis in a manner generally seen only in seasoned veterans,” wrote Bonnie Boyette, correctional administrator at Nash.  “At this particular era in our department, it is refreshing to see such a level of loyalty and dedication to duty in an employee.”

Outerbridge joined the department in 2003.  She is a graduate of North Carolina Wesleyan College. 

Willey Phillips

Willey Phillips is the food service manager at Caledonia CI.  He supervises a staff of seven food service officers and about 60 inmate kitchen workers who prepare daily meals for Caledonia’s population of more than 600 inmates.

Phillips manages one of the state’s oldest prison kitchens and feeds one of the most diverse inmate populations.  At the same time, he consistently maintains one of the lowest cost per meal rates in the Division of Prisons.

His contributions are not limited to the kitchen.  Phillips also serves as a squad leader on Caledonia’s Prison Emergency Response Team, which is trained to handle prison disturbances and to search for escapees.

In 1995, Phillips was able to obtain four mobile kitchens from federal government surplus and refurbish and equip them to become mobile field kitchens for the Division of Prisons.  They are used in emergency and training situations and have become valuable assets to the prison system.

Phillips joined the Department of Correction in 1994 as a food service officer.   He is a graduate of Gumberry High School in Northampton County. He also has completed dietary manager training at the University of Florida and advanced food service training at the U.S. Army Non-Commissioned Officers’ Academy.  He retired from the Army in 1994 with 17 years of service.  He lives in Pleasant Hill.

Joseph Stuart

Joseph Stuart is the armory officer at Lumberton CI and is responsible for the cleaning, maintenance and safe storage of the 168 weapons assigned to the prison - including rifles, shotguns and pistols.  He also maintains the prison’s inventory of two-way radios and manages key control for the facility.

“Officer Stuart’s high level of productivity is an example for others to follow,” said Capt. Jimmy Evans, Stuart’s supervisor. “His professional demeanor is always displayed and a great deal of pride is reflected in his work.”

In addition to his duties in the armory, Stuart maintains equipment for the prison’s emergency response team and maintains safety equipment for the prison staff.  He also serves on the facility safety committee.

Stuart began his corrections career at Lumberton CI in 1994 and was assigned as the prison’s armory officer in 2000.  He is a native of Fairmont and a graduate of Fairmont High School and Southeastern Community College.  He now lives in Lumberton.

Sgt. Dariel Turley

Sgt. Dariel Turley, a sergeant at Durham Correctional Center, is being recognized for his high productivity and exceptional work.  As a sergeant, Turley serves as a role model for other staff to follow.  He willingly does whatever is asked of him, volunteers to do what is needed, is always well-prepared and pays meticulous attention to detail—right down to the military press on his uniform.

As coordinator for the drug testing program at Durham, Turley has transformed the program into a well-run program and changed employees’ outlooks about the usefulness of the program.  He has trained several officers to assist him, which allows for drug-testing during all shifts and rotations.  In addition, Turley is the facility’s most active employee when it comes to finding contraband, including creative places like umbrella poles and air conditioning ducts.  He also is fluent in Spanish and helps interpret for Spanish-speaking inmates.

 “Sgt. Turley is what every supervisor wants in an employee: energetic, trustful, well informed and loves the work he does,” says David Cates, superintendent at Durham Correctional Center.  “He far exceeds the normal requirements of a correctional sergeant and has made a significant impact on our custody operations.”

 Turley began his career with the Department in 1997.  Prior to joining the department, he served 17 years in the United States Army.

David Williams

David Williams is an officer at Gates CC, where he was recognized for his excellent job performance.  He serves as an acting sergeant and is eligible for promotion. His duties include collecting inmate DNA and drug screening samples and supervising the prison during third shift. He also serves on the Division of Prisons Eastern Region drug interdiction team and helps the department’s blood hound handlers in their training program by laying tracks for the dogs to follow.

“Officer Williams takes pride in his job and is an asset to Gates Correctional Center and the Department of Correction,” said Assistant Superintendent Willie Davis. 

Williams began his work at Gates Correctional Center in 1997 and then worked at Pasquotank Correctional Institution in Elizabeth City.  A resident of Chowan County, he is a graduate of Immanuel Christian School in Edenton and the College of the Albemarle.

Harriet Jennings named Volunteer of the Year

RALEIGH–Correction Secretary Theodis Beck and the North Carolina Division of Prisons named Harriet Jennings of Raleigh as the prison volunteer of the year during an April 22 ceremony.  

Jennings has been a volunteer at Raleigh Correctional Center for Women since 1998.  Since she is retired, Jennings makes volunteering at the minimum-security women’s prison a full-time commitment. She serves as the program coordinator for the prison’s education and worship center and as a sponsor for inmates on community leave.  

In addition, Jennings is very active in the prison’s JobStart program, which prepares inmates for employment after release from prison.  She recruits, trains and mentors other JobStart volunteers and helps JobStart inmates coordinate transportation, education and housing.  Jennings is also instrumental in seeking funding for inmate educational expenses not provided by the prison system.

Jennings was one of 20 volunteers nominated for the award.  Last year, approximately 88,000 people volunteered almost 280,000 hours of service to inmates in North Carolina facilities. Others nominees included:  Robert Lee Clinkscales, Pasquotank CI; William Franklin Cole, Odom CI; Mary Desharnis, Orange CC; Gabriel Desharnis, Orange CC; Charles N. Gancer, Sampson CI; Lawrence Carroll Gardner, Rutherford CC; Ronald Gutkowski,
Pamlico CI; Robert Hines, Nash CI; Darrell Holloway, Wilkes CC; Revonda and Leslie Keller, Fountain CCW; Bernard King, Harnett CI; John Orum, Sanford CC; Jeffrey Pickles, Hoke CI; Rev. Theodore Spearman, Piedmont CI; Kristie Fisher-Stanford, Morrison CI; Rev. Joseph Staton,
Wayne CC; Teresa Tatham,
Black Mountain CCW; and Particia Vess, Avery-Mitchell CI.
NEWS BRIEFS
Baltimore quarterback inspires inmates

VANCEBORO—Anthony Wright, a quarterback for the Baltimore Ravens, visited Craven Correctional Institution to speak to inmates on Feb. 11.  A Vanceboro native and graduate of West Craven High School, Wright told the inmates that while they are physically behind bars, they don’t have to be mentally confined.  He urged them to read, learn and study so that they will be able to make it once they are free to lead normal lives.  The inmates appreciated Wright’s visit and were encouraged both by his words and his example as a native son whose hard work and determination took him from Vanceboro to the National Football League.

Craven inmates help local youth
VANCEBORO—The Inmate Service Club at Craven Correctional Institution donated $500 to Big Brothers/Big Sisters.  The inmates raised the money by taking photographs for a two-week period and allocating all proceeds to the project. Wesley Harris, president of the Inmate Service Club, presented a check to the director of BB/BS during an event that was covered by local media.  Kudos to the inmates and staff for giving back to the community in such a positive way!

Odom wins “Battle of the Badges”
ROCKY MOUNT—Odom Correctional Institution defeated Pasquotank Correctional Institution March 15 to win the 2004 Battle of the Badges, a basketball tournament that raises money for the Law Enforcement Torch Run.

Five teams competed for the title, including teams from Halifax Probation/Parole and Caledonia, Odom, Pasquotank and Tillery correctional facilities.  Four players received MVP honors for their respective teams, Shelton Marshall (Tillery), Melvin Green (Caledonia), Jeff Ramsey (Odom) and Jeff Boyd (Halifax Probation/Parole) and Teton Reid (Pasquotank).

Organizer Randy Wrenn, a correctional officer at Tillery CI, credits tremendous community support for making the event successful.  Local referee Jody Andrews presided at eight of the ten games for no charge, while Geraldine Greene, Tammey Lassiter and Karen Bozard were instrumental in organizing and staging the event. With the help of local businesses, sponsors and fans, the event raised approximately $750 for the Law Enforcement Torch Run.  The Torch Run is an international fundraising vehicle that brings together law enforcement organizations to raise money and awareness of Special Olympics, an organization dedicated to empowering individuals with intellectual abilities.  In 2002, the Torch Run raised more than $20 million for Special Olympics programs.

Haywood CC plays with fire trucks to help Special Olympics
WAYNESVILLE—Haywood Correctional Center joined forces with Haywood County Law Enforcement and the Waynesville and Maggie Valley Fire Departments May 1 to raise money for Special Olympics.  Each organization fielded a group of 10 men who attempted to pull the Waynesville Fire Dept. Ladder Truck at the third annual Western North Carolina Fire Truck Pull for Special Olympics.

Maggie Valley Fire Dept. pulled the 32,000-pound truck 20 feet in 10.49 seconds, while Waynesville was second in12.23 seconds and Haywood was third with 13.73 seconds. 
In addition to the fire pull, the event featured a fire truck pull, a bake sale, barbecue, door prizes and a raffle.  All told, the annual event raised over $3,100 for Special Olympics.

Internal Audit moves east
GREENVILLE—The Department of Correction has taken steps toward total regionalization of the Internal Audit section by opening an office in Greenville.  The Greenville office will provide audit coverage for all units and sections in the eastern region.

Lead auditor David Thompson and internal auditor Amy O’Neal will staff the office; employees can contact them by calling (252) 830-8524.  Until a permanent location is found, the office will be housed at 214 Pitt Street in Greenville.   The office is expected to be operational June 1.

The department plans to establish an office in the Piedmont Region to complete the regionalization of the audit function.

Breaking ground in Greene County

MAURY—Greene County and the Department of Corrections held a groundbreaking ceremony for Maury Correctional Institution April 14.  Many state and local leaders helped commemorate the event, including Greene County Commissioners Denny Garner, James Fulghum and James Shackleford; N.C. Rep. Edith Warren; N.C. Sen. John Kerr; Correction Secretary Theodis Beck; Bennie Heath, chair of the Greene County Commissioners; Joe Lofton, Eastern Region director for the Division of Prisons; and Ted Adams, senior vice president for Centex Rooney Construction Co. 

Maury Correctional Institution is scheduled to be completed  ????  Once completed, the facility will employ more than 400 people in the local area, providing much-needed jobs for the Eastern North Carolina county and injecting approximately $10 million into the local economy each year.

MOVIN’ ON UP
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Sergeant
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Sergeant
Pasquotank CI

Dawn Lentz
Sergeant
Lanesboro CI

Yvonne Lloyd
Comp Consult IV
DOC Programs
Sara Locklear
Lieutenant
Scotland CI

Tanya Long
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Dist 1
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Dist 10
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Sergeant
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Sergeant
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Steven McKinney
Sergeant
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Sergeant
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Sergeant
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Admin Secretary II
Marion CI
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Corr Sergeant
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Corr Prog Dir I
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Hoke CI
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Prob/Par Off II
Dist 18

Troy Moseley
Lieutenant
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Prob/Par Surv Off
Dist 14
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Sergeant
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Sergeant
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Lieutenant
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Sergeant
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Sergeant
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DOP
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DOP
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Sergeant
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PPO I
Dist 29
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Corr Beh Spec I
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Sergeant
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Laura Simons
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Prob/Par Surv Off
Dist 18
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PPO I
Dist 8A
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Sergeant
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PPO I Tr
Dist 8B
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Inm Grv Hrg Exam
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Internal Audit
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Regina Wallace
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Sergeant
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Lieutenant
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P/P Unit Supv III
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Corr Sergeant
Southern CI
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Sergeant
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Admin Off I
DOP
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Psych Prog Coor I
DOP
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Corr Train Instr II
 SC Region
HIGH FIVES
John C. Andrews, RN, CPHQ, the AI-PI Facilitator at the North Carolina Correctional Institution for Women, graduated from the University of Phoenix with a master of science in nursing administration in April.  He is a member of Sigma Theta Tau International, an honor society that provides leadership and scholarship in practice, education and research to enhance the health of all people and to support the learning and professional development of their members who strive to improve nursing care worldwide.

Barry Bridges, a personnel analyst in the Equal Employment Office, finished the Shamrock Marathon in Virginia Beach, Va. March 20 in 3:19:10.  That time qualifies him to compete in the 2005 Boston Marathon.

Susan Cook, a probation/parole officer in District 27B has been name the Optimist Club’s 2004 Officer of the Year.  The Optimist Club has been recognizing local law enforcement officers for the past 10 years.

George Fullwood, a staff training specialist at Pender Correctional Center, was awarded the Commissioner’s Special Recognition Award from Commission of Labor Cherie K. Berry.  He was recognized for establishing an apprenticeship program for correctional officers.

Robert Lee Guy, director of the Division of Community Corrections, received the outstanding alumnus award March 27 from the East Carolina University College of Human Ecology.  Guy was recognized for his many years of service in criminal justice and his unwavering support of his alma mater.

Sarah Llaguno, a case analyst at North Carolina Correctional Institution for Women, completed the Boston Marathon April 19 in a time of 3:02:06.  She was the 25th woman to cross the finish line and the 368th person overall.

Joe Lofton, eastern region director for the Division of Prisons, received the state of North Carolina’s Celebrate Stars Award for his unwavering support of the State Employees Combined Campaign. Lofton serves as the Region 2 chair, is an active member of the State Advisory Committee and is the chair of the SECC’s Centralization Task Force.  

Derrick Wadsworth, superintendent of Hyde Correctional Institution, was named to the Edenton Historical Commission by Gov. Michael Easley.  The Edenton Historical Commission works to encourage preservation, restoration and appropriate presentation of the town of Edenton and Chowan County as a historic, educational and aesthetic place.  There are 333 members on the commission, and the governor appoints 18.

Phileria Ann Washington, a special education teacher at Foothills Correctional Institution, was named Correctional Educational Association’s Region VIII Teacher of the Year at the regional conference in April.  Washington was recognized for a transition plan for exceptional students, will compete for the national title July 4-7 during CEA’s annual conference in Baltimore.
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COMING EVENTS

June 11, 2004
Correction Enterprise Golf Tournament to  benefit Special Olympics.  River Golf Club, Bunn.  Call Jerry Carlyle at (919) 496-3095 for more information.

August 28-29, 2004
NCCA South Central Region Team Championship Golf Tournament, Southern Pines.  Contact Steve Goodrum at (910) 844-3078, ext. 1510.

November 17-18, 2004
North Carolina Correctional Association Annual Training Conference. Millennium Hotel, Durham.  $40-60.  Call Jay Clark at (910) 281-4819 or Doris Daye at (919) 477-2314.  
