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Justice Reinvestment Act:
Historic progress for Correction
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Summary of House Bill 642 — The Justice Reinvestment Act
Part I: Strengthen Probation Supervision
4 Allow probation officers to use delegated authority to
impose house arrest with electronic monitoring or require an offender to be confined in jail for up to six days
per month (2 to 3 days at a time) to address non-compliant behavior.
4 Requires the DOC to assess probationers for their risk of
re-offending and supervise probationers accordingly.
4 Redefines the two categories of probation — Community
and Intermediate Punishment — so that probation officers have a broader range of swift and certain sanctions
to impose regardless of probation level.
4 Effective: Probation supervision for violations committed
on or after 12/1/2011.

Part II: Post Release Supervision Changes
4 Requires that all felony offenders will receive at least
nine months of post-release supervision (PRS).


B1-E (serious/violent felonies) would get 12
months of post-release supervision, which is increased from the current nine months.



F-I felons, who account for 85 percent of felons
who are released from prison unsupervised, would
receive nine months of supervision.

4 Effective: Offenses committed on or after 12/1/2011.

Part III: Habitual Felon Changes
4 Create a new habitual breaking-and-entering law that
would allow an offender to be sentenced as a Class E
felon after a second breaking-and-entering conviction.
4 Modifies the current habitual felon law to require an
offender to be sentenced four felony offense classes
higher than their underlying conviction, capped at
Class C.
4 Effective: Principal felony offenses committed on or
after 12/1/2011.

Part IV: Limit Time Incarcerated
for Probation Violations
4 Limit the length of incarceration to 90 days for felons
(up to 90 days for misdemeanants) who violate the
conditions of probation, but do not commit a new crime
or abscond. Offenders would then return to probation
supervision after the incarceration period.
4 Allows for an offender to be revoked for violating probation conditions after two 90-day periods of confinement.
4 Effective: Probation violations occurring on or after
12/1/2011.

Part V: Drug Diversion Program/
Advanced Supervised Release
4 Expands eligibility in the existing felony drug diversion
program and requires the option be made available to all
first-time felony drug possession offenders. Current law
only allows for felony possession of less than one gram
of cocaine.
4 Creates a new sentencing option for judges to identify
offenders as determined by their crime class and prior
record level to be eligible to participate in and complete
special DOC programming. This would allow inmates to
be released at an alternative release date, which would
be in the mitigated sentencing range or 80 percent of
the minimum.
4 Effective: Pleas or convictions on or after 1/1/2012.

Part VI: Refocus Criminal Justice
Partnership Program
4 Abolishes the existing Criminal Justice Partnership Program and creates the “Treatment for Effective Community Supervision Program.”
4 Directs the DOC to enter into contractual agreements to
provide substance abuse treatment, CBI programming
and other evidence-based programs. Prioritizes services
to include those convicted of felonies who are high-risk
and moderate- to high-need.
4 Effective: July 1, 2011. However, current providers may
receive sole-source contracts for FY 2011-2012.

Part VII: Most Misdemeanants
to Serve Sentences in Jail
4 Allows counties to volunteer to house misdemeanants
with sentences of six months or less in local confinement
facilities.
4 Counties would be compensated through the Statewide
Misdemeanant Confinement Program.
4 Sheriff’s Association will identify jail capacity and work
with counties and DOC.
4 Does not apply to DWI offenders.
4 Effective: Sentences imposed on or after 1/1/2012.

Part VIII: Annual Report
4 Requires the Judicial Department through the DOC and
Sentencing Commission to jointly evaluate the implementation of the Justice Reinvestment Act.
4 Annual reports are required in April.

